
Zionism and the Left: From Hannah Arendt to
Noam Chomsky
The relationship between Zionism and the Left has been complex and
evolving since the early 20th century. On the one hand, many leftists have
been strong supporters of Zionism, seeing it as a movement for national
liberation and self-determination. On the other hand, some leftists have
been critical of Zionism, arguing that it is a form of colonialism and
imperialism that has led to the oppression of the Palestinian people.
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This book examines this complex relationship by drawing on the work of
two leading thinkers of the Left: Hannah Arendt and Noam Chomsky.
Arendt was a German-American philosopher who wrote extensively about
Zionism and the Jewish question. Chomsky is an American linguist and
political activist who has been a vocal critic of Israeli policy towards the
Palestinians.
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Arendt was a strong supporter of Zionism, but she was also critical of some
of its aspects. She argued that Zionism had become too nationalistic and
militaristic, and that it had failed to live up to its promise of creating a just
and egalitarian society. Chomsky has been even more critical of Zionism,
arguing that it is a form of colonialism that has led to the oppression of the
Palestinian people. He has called for a one-state solution to the Israeli-
Palestinian conflict, in which all Israelis and Palestinians would live in a
single, democratic state.

The debate over Zionism and the Left is a complex one, with no easy
answers. This book provides a valuable contribution to this debate by
bringing together the work of two of the most important thinkers of the Left.
Arendt and Chomsky offer different perspectives on Zionism, but they both
share a deep commitment to justice and equality. Their work can help us to
understand the complex history of Zionism and the Left, and to think about
the future of this relationship.

Hannah Arendt on Zionism

Hannah Arendt was born in Germany in 1906. She was a student of Martin
Heidegger and Karl Jaspers, and she was active in the German Zionist
movement. In 1933, she was forced to flee Germany after the Nazis came
to power. She eventually settled in the United States, where she became a
professor of political theory at the New School for Social Research.

Arendt was a strong supporter of Zionism, but she was also critical of some
of its aspects. She argued that Zionism had become too nationalistic and
militaristic, and that it had failed to live up to its promise of creating a just
and egalitarian society. In her book The Origins of Totalitarianism, she



argued that Zionism had become a form of "political messianism" that was
leading to the destruction of the Jewish people.

Despite her criticisms of Zionism, Arendt remained a strong supporter of
the State of Israel. She argued that Israel was a necessary refuge for the
Jewish people, and that it had the right to defend itself against its enemies.
However, she also believed that Israel had a responsibility to treat the
Palestinian people justly and to work towards a peaceful resolution of the
Israeli-Palestinian conflict.

Noam Chomsky on Zionism

Noam Chomsky was born in the United States in 1928. He is a professor of
linguistics at the Massachusetts Institute of Technology. Chomsky is one of
the leading intellectuals of the Left, and he has been a vocal critic of Israeli
policy towards the Palestinians.

Chomsky argues that Zionism is a form of colonialism that has led to the
oppression of the Palestinian people. He believes that the Israeli
government is a racist regime that is responsible for the ethnic cleansing of
the Palestinians. Chomsky has called for a one-state solution to the Israeli-
Palestinian conflict, in which all Israelis and Palestinians would live in a
single, democratic state.

Chomsky's views on Zionism have been controversial. He has been
accused of anti-Semitism, and he has been banned from speaking at
several universities. However, Chomsky remains one of the most important
voices on the Left, and his work has helped to raise awareness of the plight
of the Palestinian people.



The Future of Zionism and the Left

The relationship between Zionism and the Left is a complex one, with no
easy answers. The work of Hannah Arendt and Noam Chomsky provides
valuable insights into this relationship, and it can help us to think about the
future of Zionism and the Left.

It is clear that Zionism is a deeply contested ideology. There is no single
definition of Zionism, and it has been interpreted in different ways by
different people. Some Zionists believe that Israel is a Jewish state that
should be open to all Jews. Others believe that Israel is a national state
that should be restricted to Jews. Still others believe that Israel is a colonial
state that should be dismantled.

The Left is also a diverse and contested political movement. There is no
single definition of the Left, and it encompasses a wide range of political
beliefs and ideologies. Some leftists believe that Zionism is a progressive
movement that is compatible with socialism. Others believe that Zionism is
a reactionary movement that is incompatible with socialism. Still others
believe that Zionism is a complex phenomenon that cannot be easily
classified as either progressive or reactionary.

The future of Zionism and the Left is uncertain. It is possible that Zionism
will become more mainstream on the Left, as more and more leftists come
to see it as a legitimate national liberation movement. It is also possible that
Zionism will become more marginalized on the Left, as more and more
leftists come to see it as a form of colonialism and imperialism.

Ultimately, the future of Zionism and the Left will be determined by the
political and social forces that shape the world in the years to come. It is



impossible to predict the future with certainty, but it is clear that the
relationship between Zionism and the Left will continue to be a complex
and contested one.
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