
The Great War and the Origins of Modern
Horror
The Great War, also known as World War I, was a watershed moment in
human history. It was the first industrialized war, and it resulted in the
deaths of millions of people. The war also had a profound impact on the
development of the horror genre.
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Before the war, horror was often associated with the supernatural. Stories
of ghosts, demons, and vampires were common. However, the Great War
introduced a new kind of horror: the horror of reality. The war's trenches
were a nightmare of mud, rats, and death. Soldiers were constantly
exposed to the horrors of war, and many of them were traumatized by their
experiences.
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The Great War also led to the development of new technologies that would
be used in horror films and literature. These technologies included the
machine gun, the tank, and the airplane. These weapons were capable of
causing mass destruction, and they made the war even more terrifying.

The Great War had a profound impact on the development of the horror
genre. The war introduced a new kind of horror: the horror of reality. The
war also led to the development of new technologies that would be used in
horror films and literature. These factors combined to create a new era of
horror that continues to this day.

The Impact of the Great War on Horror Literature

The Great War had a profound impact on horror literature. Before the war,
horror stories were often set in the past or in exotic locations. However,
after the war, horror stories began to be set in the present day and in
familiar settings. This made the stories more relatable and more terrifying.

The war also led to the development of new themes in horror literature.
Before the war, horror stories were often about the supernatural. However,
after the war, horror stories began to explore the darker side of human
nature. Stories of madness, violence, and death became more common.

Some of the most famous horror writers of the 20th century were influenced
by the Great War. H.P. Lovecraft, Edgar Allan Poe, and Bram Stoker all
wrote stories that explored the horrors of war. These stories helped to
shape the development of the horror genre.

The Impact of the Great War on Horror Films



The Great War also had a profound impact on horror films. Before the war,
horror films were often silent and black-and-white. However, after the war,
horror films began to use sound and color. This made the films more
realistic and more terrifying.

The war also led to the development of new genres of horror films. The war
film and the monster movie both emerged in the 1920s. These genres
explored the horrors of war and the fear of the unknown.

Some of the most famous horror films of the 20th century were made in the
wake of the Great War. These films include "Nosferatu" (1922),"Dracula"
(1931),and "The Thing from Another World" (1951). These films helped to
shape the development of the horror genre.

The Legacy of the Great War

The Great War had a profound impact on the development of the horror
genre. The war introduced a new kind of horror: the horror of reality. The
war also led to the development of new technologies and themes that
would be used in horror films and literature. These factors combined to
create a new era of horror that continues to this day.

The legacy of the Great War can be seen in the horror films and literature
that are produced today. Many of the most popular horror films and books
explore the horrors of war and the darker side of human nature. These
stories help to remind us of the horrors that war can bring and the
importance of peace.
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