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Mars has long been a source of fascination and speculation for humans.
From its mythological origins to its potential as a future home for humans,
Mars has captured our imaginations and inspired our scientific curiosity.

In this article, we will explore the history of our fascination with Mars, from
its earliest observations to the latest scientific discoveries. We will discuss
the mythological origins of Mars, its role in astrology and astronomy, and
the history of its exploration by humans. We will also examine the latest
scientific findings about Mars, including its geology, atmosphere, and
potential for life.

Mythological Origins

Mars has been known to humans for thousands of years. The earliest
known references to Mars come from ancient Egypt, where it was known
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as Her Desher, or "The Red One." The Egyptians believed that Mars was
the god of war, and they associated it with the color red, which was seen as
a symbol of blood and violence.

The Greeks and Romans also believed that Mars was the god of war. The
Greeks called him Ares, while the Romans called him Mars. Both Ares and
Mars were depicted as fierce warriors, and they were often associated with
violence and bloodshed.

In astrology, Mars is associated with the planet Mars. Mars is considered a
malefic planet, and it is often associated with war, violence, and
aggression. Mars is also associated with the sign of Aries, which is known
for its fiery and assertive nature.

History of Exploration

Humans have been exploring Mars for centuries. The first known attempt to
reach Mars was made by the British astronomer Sir William Herschel in
1781. Herschel used a telescope to observe Mars, and he believed that he
saw evidence of canals on the planet's surface.

In the 19th century, several other astronomers reported seeing canals on
Mars. These reports led to speculation that Mars might be inhabited by
intelligent beings. In 1877, the Italian astronomer Giovanni Schiaparelli
published a map of Mars that showed a network of canals crisscrossing the
planet's surface. Schiaparelli's map further fueled speculation about the
possibility of life on Mars.

In the 20th century, several unmanned spacecraft were sent to Mars.
These spacecraft provided us with our first close-up views of the planet's



surface. In 1976, the Viking 1 and Viking 2 landers touched down on Mars
and conducted a series of experiments. The Viking landers found no
evidence of life on Mars, but they did provide us with valuable information
about the planet's geology and atmosphere.

In recent years, several other spacecraft have been sent to Mars. These
spacecraft have continued to explore the planet's surface, atmosphere, and
interior. In 2012, the Curiosity rover landed on Mars and began a two-year
mission to explore the planet's Gale Crater. The Curiosity rover has found
evidence of a past watery environment on Mars, and it has also discovered
organic molecules in the planet's atmosphere.

Scientific Discoveries

The latest scientific discoveries about Mars have provided us with a new
understanding of the planet's history and potential for life. We now know
that Mars was once a much warmer and wetter planet than it is today. We
also know that Mars has a complex geology, with a variety of different
surface features.

One of the most important discoveries about Mars is that the planet has a
subsurface ocean. This ocean is thought to contain more water than all of
the water on the surface of Earth. The discovery of a subsurface ocean on
Mars raises the possibility that the planet could be home to life.

Another important discovery is that Mars has a thin atmosphere. The
atmosphere is composed mostly of carbon dioxide, but it also contains
traces of other gases, including methane. The presence of methane in the
Martian atmosphere is significant because methane is a gas that is often
associated with life.



The latest scientific discoveries about Mars have given us a new
understanding of the planet, and they have raised the possibility that Mars
could be home to life. Future missions to Mars will continue to explore the
planet's surface, atmosphere, and interior, and they will help us to better
understand the planet's history and potential for life.

Mars has long fascinated us, from its mythological origins to its potential as
a future home for humans. The latest scientific discoveries about Mars
have given us a new understanding of the planet, and they have raised the
possibility that Mars could be home to life. Future missions to Mars will
continue to explore the planet's surface, atmosphere, and interior, and they
will help us to better understand the planet's history and potential for life.
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