
Ex Libris: 100 Books to Read and Reread—A
Literary Odyssey for the Ages

In an era defined by fast-paced distractions and fleeting digital content, the
enduring power of the printed word remains an undeniable refuge for
solace, inspiration, and timeless wisdom. Ex Libris: 100 Books to Read and
Reread is a literary expedition that transcends time, inviting readers to
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rediscover the transformative power of books that have shaped
generations.
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Curated by renowned literary critic and essayist Rebecca Newberger
Goldstein, this meticulously chosen collection transcends genres and eras,
spanning the literary landscape from ancient classics to modern
masterpieces. Within its pages, readers will encounter a kaleidoscope of
voices—the poignant observations of Jane Austen, the cerebral musings of
Albert Camus, the ethereal language of Emily Dickinson, and the
indomitable spirit of Viktor Frankl. Each selection is a literary gem, crafted
with precision and passion, its pages whispering with insights that resonate
through time.

A Tapestry of Literary Treasures

From the enigmatic depths of Homer's Odyssey to the profound
meditations of Marcus Aurelius's Meditations, Ex Libris weaves together a
tapestry of literary treasures that have captivated minds and hearts for
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centuries. The inclusion of works by marginalized voices, such as Mary
Rowlandson's The Narrative of the Captivity and Restoration of Mrs. Mary
Rowlandson and Zitkala-Ša's American Indian Stories, highlights the
transformative power of literature to illuminate forgotten perspectives and
challenge societal norms.

Science and spirituality intertwine in the pages of Ex Libris. The scientific
inquiries of Charles Darwin's The Origin of Species and Stephen Hawking's
A Brief History of Time coexist with the spiritual explorations of Simone
Weil's Gravity and Grace and Rumi's The Essential Rumi. This eclectic mix
invites readers to contemplate the fundamental questions of human
existence through the lenses of both reason and faith.

A Companion for the Literary Journey

Beyond its comprehensive collection of must-read classics, Ex Libris
serves as a literary companion, guiding readers through the labyrinth of
literary history. Goldstein's insightful s for each selection offer lucid
analysis, illuminating the context and significance of each work. She
explores the author's intentions, dissects literary techniques, and unravels
the hidden meanings that enrich the reading experience.

Ex Libris is not merely a list of books; it is a meticulously crafted guidebook
that invites readers to delve deeper into the world of literature, to engage in
meaningful discussions, and to rediscover the transformative power of
reading. Whether one is a seasoned bibliophile or a novice seeking literary
enlightenment, this volume promises to ignite a lifelong passion for the
written word.

The Power of Rereading



The title of the collection, 100 Books to Read and Reread, underscores the
transformative value of rereading. It is through revisiting these literary
treasures that we gain a deeper understanding of ourselves and the world
around us. With each subsequent reading, new layers of meaning emerge,
enriching our perspectives and deepening our appreciation for the artistry
of language.

Goldstein eloquently expresses this sentiment in her , writing, "A good book
is like a good friend, one whose company we enjoy time and again. Each
time we visit it, we discover something new, something that we missed or
that we appreciate in a different way." Ex Libris encourages readers to
embark on this literary journey with an open mind and a willingness to
revisit these classics throughout their lives.

A Literary Legacy for Generations to Come

Ex Libris: 100 Books to Read and Reread is more than just a compilation of
literary must-reads; it is a testament to the enduring power of the printed
word. In an age of fragmentation and digital distractions, this volume serves
as a beacon, reminding us of the essential role that literature plays in
shaping our collective consciousness and inspiring generations to come.

By sharing this carefully curated collection, Rebecca Newberger Goldstein
invites readers to join her on a literary odyssey that transcends time. Ex
Libris is a book that will be cherished by readers of all ages, a constant
companion on their literary adventures. As Goldstein aptly concludes, "My
hope is that this book will help readers find their own way to the books they
love—to find their own personal ex libris."
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