
Completing College: Unlocking the
Transformative Power of Institutional Action
Rethinking Institutional Approaches to Student Success

In "Completing College: Rethinking Institutional Action," a groundbreaking
work by leading higher education scholars Thomas R. Bailey, Shanna
Smith Jaggars, and Daniel F. Perfect, the authors challenge traditional
notions of college completion and propose a transformative approach that
prioritizes student success. This comprehensive analysis delves into the
complexities of student persistence and completion, exposing systemic
barriers and illuminating the critical role of institutional action in addressing
these challenges.

Moving beyond individual student responsibility, "Completing College"
argues that colleges and universities must embrace a collective
responsibility for ensuring student success. The authors meticulously
examine various institutional factors that both hinder and promote
completion, including:
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College affordability and financial aid

Academic advising and support services

Curricular design and teaching practices

Campus climate and student engagement

Through rigorous research and data analysis, the authors demonstrate how
these institutional factors interact with student characteristics to shape
completion outcomes. They identify key leverage points where colleges can
intervene and make meaningful changes to improve student persistence
and completion rates.

A Student-Centered Approach to College Completion

"Completing College" advocates for a student-centered approach that
places students at the heart of institutional decision-making. The authors
emphasize the importance of understanding student needs, aspirations,
and experiences in Free Download to create a supportive and equitable
learning environment. They propose a framework for fostering student
success that includes:

Personalized advising and support

Flexible and accessible course offerings

Intentional and inclusive campus culture

Data-driven decision-making
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The authors provide numerous examples of innovative programs and
practices that have proven effective in promoting student success. They
also discuss the challenges and complexities of implementing these
changes, offering practical guidance for institutional leaders and
policymakers.

The Collective Responsibility for Student Success

"Completing College" challenges the prevailing view that college
completion is solely a matter of individual student effort and motivation. The
authors argue that society as a whole shares a responsibility for ensuring
that all students have the opportunity to succeed in higher education. They
call for a collective commitment to address the social and economic
barriers that prevent many students from completing college.

The book emphasizes the role of policymakers, philanthropic organizations,
and employers in supporting student success. It proposes a range of policy
initiatives and funding mechanisms aimed at making college more
affordable, accessible, and equitable for all students.

: Transforming the Future of Higher Education

"Completing College: Rethinking Institutional Action" is a clarion call for
transformative change in higher education. The authors provide a
compelling vision of a future where all students have the opportunity to
succeed in college and reach their full potential. They challenge us to
rethink our assumptions about college completion and embrace a collective
responsibility for ensuring student success.

This groundbreaking work is essential reading for anyone interested in the
future of higher education. It offers a wealth of research-based insights,



practical recommendations, and thought-provoking ideas that can guide us
towards a more equitable and successful higher education system.

Take Action Today

Join the movement to transform college completion. Free Download your
copy of "Completing College: Rethinking Institutional Action" today and be
part of the solution. Together, we can create a future where all students
have the opportunity to succeed in higher education and thrive in their lives
and careers.
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